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Urban  District  of  Mexborough. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-seventh  Annual 
Report  concerning  the  vital  statistics  and  General  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  District. 

This  year  the  Report  is  known  as  a  “  Survey  ”  one. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Mexborough  is  an  industrial  town  centrally  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  South  Yorkshire  Coalfield,  midway  between  Don¬ 
caster  and  Barnsley.  It  has  a  compact  area  of  1,292  acres  practi¬ 
cally  fringed  with  important  collieries,  and  stands  at  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  rivers  Don  and  Dearne  ;  these  rivers  meeting  at  the 
East  of  the  town.  Mexborough  is  built  for  the  most  part  on 
sandstone,  and  on  gradually  rising  ground.  The  older  part  of  the 
town  lies  practically  on  the  banks  of  the  Don,  which  runs  along 
the  southern  boundary,  and  development  has  proceeded  mostly 
in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  higher  ground  and  on  to  the  plateau 
between  the  Don  and  Dearne  Valleys.  The  buildings  on  the 
higher  ground  are  splendidly  situated  at  120  to  170  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  district  is  well  swept  by  westerly  winds,  and,  generally 
speaking,  the  town  is  well  ventilated  naturally. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) 
Population,  June,  1924  (R.G.’s  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1925) 

Number  of  families  with  separate  occupiers  (1921) 


Rateable  value  (March,  1926) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 

Rainfall  for  the  year 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell 

Mean  temperature 

Zymotic  Rate 


£57,867 

£182 

23.13 


1292 
16530 
3337 
3286 
15  0 

7  21 

inches 

179 

7.94°F. 

.90 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. — The  births  in  1925  were  340,  or  56  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  This  is  equal  to  an  annual  Birth-rate  of  20.5  per 
1000,  or  3.6  less  than  in  1924. 


The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  per  1000. 
Of  the  legitimate  births  ;  164  were  males  and  326  females. 

The  illegitimate  births  were  6  males  and  8  females. 

Deaths.— The  deaths  in  1925  were  192,  or  18  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

This  is  equal  to  an  annual  Death-rate  of  11.6  per  1000,  as 
against  10.6  in  the  previous  year.  The  male  deaths  were  102,  and 
the  female  90.  The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2 
per  1000. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  was 
198,  viz.,  107  males  and  91  females,  yielding  a  Death-rate  of  11.9 
per  1000,  as  against  11.7  in  1924. 

Taking  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  at  198,  and  sub¬ 
tracting  31  outward  transfer  deaths,  viz.,  21  males  and  10  females, 
and  adding  25  inward  transfer  deaths,  viz.,  16  males  and  9  females, 
we  find  a  total  of  192  deaths  assigned  to  your  District,  viz.,  102 
males  and  90  females,  or  a  rate  of  11.6. 

The  nett  total  of  192  deaths  of  residents  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District,  was  classified  as  to  age  as  follows  : 
40  died  under  twelve  months,  6  between  one  and  two  years,  2 
between  two  and  three,  6  between  three  and  four,  2  between  four 
and  five,  3  between  five  and  ten,  2  between  ten  and  fifteen,  1 
between  fifteen  and  twenty,  18  between  twenty  and  thirty-five, 
11  between  thirty -five  and  forty-five,  42  between  forty-five  and 
sixty -five,  and  59  died  at  sixty -five  years  and  upwards. 

The  causes  of  death  are  appended  : — 

Enteric  Fever  (in  error,  belongs  Rossington,  Don¬ 
caster  Rural)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 
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Small-Pox  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  0 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Encephalitis  Lethargic?,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Rheumatic  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Heart  Disease  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  18 

Arterio  Sclerosis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..16 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Puerperal  Septis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

Parturition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature 

Birth  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  15 

Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .  .  . .  .  .  39 

Causes  Ill- defined  or  Unknown  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  SEVEN  PRINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC 

DISEASES. 

Enteric  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  0 

Small- Pox  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Measles  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  7 

Total  .  .  . .  15 


And  equal  to  an  annual  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  .90  per  1000,  as 
compared  with  .36  in  the  previous  year.  The  Death-rate  for 
Diarrhoeal  diseases  (under  2  years  of  age)  per  1000  births  was 
20.5.  That  of  England  and  Wales  was  8.4. 
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DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS, 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 


18 


(12  males  and  6  females) 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 


9 


Total 


27 


Equal  to  a  Death-rate  of  1.6  per  1000. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  SEPSIS  AND 

CHILD-BEARING  : 


From  Sepsis 
From  other  Causes 


0 

0 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


In  1925  40  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age.  The  corres¬ 
ponding  figure  for  1924  was  34.  There  were  2  deaths  of  illegiti¬ 
mate  infants.  The  Infantile  Mortality  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  117 
per  1000  births.  Last  year’s  figures  were  85.  The  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  75  ;  for  105  County  Boroughs,  including 
London,  79  ;  for  157  smaller  Towns,  adjusted  Population,  20,000 — 
50,000,  74  ;  and  for  London,  67. 

It  will  be  noted  that  as  in  1924  the  infantile  mortality  is  again 
above  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country.  An  examination  of  the 
causes  of  infant  deaths  shews  that  a  large  number  of  them  are  due 
to  such  causes  as  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 
These  deaths  occur  mostly  soon  after  birth,  or  in  the  first  weeks 
of  life,  and  probably  can  be  little  affected  by  the  efforts  of  a  local 
Authority,  at  any  rate,  until  much  more  information  is  available 
than  at  present  on  the  subject  of  pre-natal  pathology.  With 
regard  to  the  other  causes,  we  cannot  expect  all  the  children 
reared  in  this  area  to  attain  the  physique  of  cowboys.  But  we 
expect,  and  must  get,  something  better  than  this  ;  for  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  causes  of  death  were  preventable. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  Urban  District  Council  are  the  Authority  administrating 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

The  Centre  holds  one  session  weekly,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  assisted 
by  a  Health  Visitor  and  a  Ladies’  Committee. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Centre  has  continued  as 
before.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  the  long  tube  bottles  are  dis¬ 
appearing,  and  it  would  be  highly  satisfactory,  too,  if  no  record  of 
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The  following  Table  shews  the  Birth-rate,  Death-rats,  and  Anaiysis  of  Mortality  for  Mexborough 

compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1925. 
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I  Is  F  ANT  MORTALITY  DURING  1925. 
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a  comforter  could  be  made  at  the  same  time  ;  unfortunately  this 
undesirable  habit  of  giving  an  infant  a  “  dummy  ”  to  suck  is  slow 
in  changing.  A  number  of  mothers  know  very  little  of  domestic 
work,  and  particularly  about  children.  I  think  fathers  ought  to 
be  taught  their  responsibilities  in  the  matter  of  looking  after  their 
children  whilst  their  wives  have  a  bit  of  freedom.  I  am  anxious 
to  avoid  any  appearance  of  harshness,  but  the  conditions  that  have 
come  under  my  notice  in  the  homes  fully  justify  me  in  speaking 
vigorously  in  this  connection.  The  Health  Visitor  has  supplied 
me  with  the  following  report  : 

“  Three  hundred  and  forty  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  viz.,  170  males  and  170  females,  including  5  cases  of  twins 
and  14  illegitimates.  Eight  still-births,  not  included,  were  regis¬ 
tered.  The  number  of  births  registered  was  56  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  decrease  of  9  in  the 
number  of  still- births  notified  and  also  a  reduction  of  7  in  the 
illegitimates  over  the  year  1924.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
first  visits  were  paid  to  births,  and  2,758  subsequent  visits  to 
mothers  and  infants  making  a  total  of  3,055  for  the  year. 

In  13  cases  the  infants  died  before  my  first  visit,  these  having 
died  under  one  week,  four  of  these  lived  less  than  one  day.  The 
number  of  infant  deaths  was  6  more  than  that  registered  in  1924. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  Hate  was  117.  I  regret  to  report  so  high 
an  Infantile  Mortality.  I  regret,  too,  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea.  I  think  sometimes  the  mothers  do  not  realise  that 
their  infants  are  ill,  and  fail  to  send  for  medical  assistance  before 
it  is  too  late.  Some  of  the  mothers  are  not  careful  enough  with 
their  feeding  bottles,  and  do  not  give  the  attention  necessary  to 
keep  the  babies  in  good  health.  They  cannot  be  too  careful  with 
feeding  bottles,  teats,  etc.,  and  the  storage  of  milk,  specially  in 
summer  time  and  when  flies  are  about. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken-Pox  were  prevalent 
during  the  year,  one  of  the  former  and  3  of  Whooping  Cough  proving 
fatal.  A  large  number  of  infants  sleep  with  their  parents,  a 
practice  I  find  difficult  to  persuade  the  mothers  to  give  up.  The 
babies  cannot  get  their  proper  rest,  are  constantly  breathing  impure 
air,  besides  being  exposed  to  the  very  great  risk  of  being  overlayed 
and  smothered.  A  separate  cot  could  easily  be  made  at  a  very  slight 
cost,  and  with  very  little  trouble,  out  of  an  ordinary  box  padded 
and  lined  with  a  pillow  at  the  bottom.  It  is  absolutely  essential 
for  babies  to  sleep  apart  from  their  parents. 

The  Centre  continues  to  be  well  patronised  by  the  mothers, 
who  appreciate  greatly  the  advice  given  for  the  well-being  of  their 
infants. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  should  like  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
the  members  of  the  Ladies  Committee  for  their  very  valuable 
help.” 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HOSPITALS. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Comity  Council  maintain  a  Dispensary  at  Market  Street, 
Mexborough.  Patients  are  seen  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  his  Staff. 

KJ 

MATERNITY. 

There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  District.  Difficult  cases 
requiring  special  surgical  attention  have  been  received  at  the 
Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  and  the  FuJlerton  Hospital, 
Den  a  by  Main. 

ISOLATION. 

A  Fever  Hospital  having  115  beds  is  provided  by  the  Don¬ 
caster  and  Mexborough  Joint  Hospital  Board  at  Conisboiough 
for  Small-pox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

OTHER  HOSPITALS. 

Surgical  and  accident  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  Mexborough,  the  Fullerton  Hospital,  Denaby  Main,  and 
to  General  and  Special  Hospitals  at  Sheffield. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
children,  homeless  children  and  others  at  the  Workhouse  and 
H ospit  a  1 ,  Done  as  ter . 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Centies  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  are  held  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Royal  Hospital,  Jessop’s  Hospital,  and  Children’s 
Hospital,  Sheffield. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  Infectious  Diseases  are  provided  by 
the  Doncaster  and  Mexborough  Joint  Hospital  Board.  For 
accident  and  other  cases  Motor  and  Horse  Ambulances  at  Industrial 
Works  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ambulance  Litter  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  Dolcliffe  Road, 
Mexborough. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  Urban  Council  of  Mexborough  has  established  a  Mothers’ 
and  Babies'  Welfare  at  the  Top  Market,  Bank  Street,  where  the 
Medical  Officer  attends  at  each  session, 
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Name.  Situation. 


Nature  of 
Accommodation. 


By  whom 
Provided. 


Mexborough.  Top  Market.  Consultation  Room.  Local 

Weighing  Room.  Authority. 

Waiting  Room. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  Urban  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Mexborough 
Nursing  Association  Committee,  provide  a  trained  nurse  for  the 
District.  No  provision  of  Home  Nursing  is  made  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  the  Health  Visitor  in  connection  with  Maternity  and 
Infant  Welfare  work  advises  parents  as  to  the  nursing  and  general 
care  of  children. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  are  5  Midwives  practising  in  the  District,  three  of  whom 
are  trained  and  two  are  untrained.  The  West  Riding  County 
Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  for  Midwives. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic.  The  appointments  are  part-time  ones.  He  was 
appointed  in  1899  M.O.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  appointment  is  a  whole  time 
one.  He  is  the  officer  designated  under  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District  Regulations)  1910,  and  has  been  appointed  the  Officer 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Order,  1924,  to  whom  notices  of 
Slaughter  must  be  sent.  He  was  appointed  in  1919. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Samples  of  water  for  analysis  are  sent  as  and  when  required 
to  the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  Richardson,  Bradford,  and  to  the 
County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory, 
Wakefield,  in  special  outfits  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and 
reports  are  sent  both  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Medical  Practitioners.  The  facilities  are  much  appreciated. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGU¬ 
LATIONS  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN  FORCE  IN 
I  HE  DISTRICT.  With  date  of  Adoption. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  date  of  adoption, 

April,  1909.  1 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5 
and  6,  and  Section  95  Part  X.,  March,  1913.  Part  8  (Eire  Brigade) 
of  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  June,  1912. 

Order  of  Local  Government  Board  dated  6th  February,  1923, 
declaring  Section  51  of  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
to  be  in  force,  and  confirming  resolution  of  Council  on  21st  May, 
1913,  the  following  to  be  an  offensive  trade  : — The  trades  and 
businesses  or  manufacturers  of  a  Blood  Dryer,  a  Tanner,  a  Leather 
Dresser,  a  Eat  Maker  or  Eat  Extractor,  a  Glue  Maker,  a  Size  Maker, 
a  Gut  Scraper,  a  Dealer  in  Rags  and  Bones,  and  a  Fish  Fryer. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

As  in  previous  years,  many  complaints  have  been  received 
of  general  insufficiency.  Your  water  shortage  has  been  causing 
me  some  concern  and  anxiety  and  I  may  say  here  that  I  have  not 
been  kept  fully  informed  in  matters  connected  therewith.  Only 
tv  o  of  the  six  recommendations  of  the  Consulting  Engineer,  Mr. 
Silcock,  have  been  carried  out.  We  have  been  surfeited  with 
reports  extolling  the  supply  as  to  sufficiency,  quantity  given  per 
head  per  day,  meters  and  mirages.  At  one  time  it  was  thought 
that  an  alarming  leakage  was  existing  ;  investigations  were  made, 
but  nothing  abnormal  was  found.  Another  impression  got 
abroad  that  there  was  an  inexhaustible  supply  hitherto  untapped, 
and  that  the  then  existing  pump  was  below  its  work.  At  a  heavy 
expenditure  a  new  pump  was  installed  in  February,  1925,  and  it 
vas  stated  in  Council  that  it  would  if  necessary  flood  the  town.” 
Mexborough  still  remains  high  and  dry.  This  powerful  installa¬ 
tion  has  been  working  since  that  date,  and  what  do  we  find  at  the 
end  of  the  year  under  review  ? — a  decreasing  supply  from  the  bore¬ 
hole.  The  whole  undertaking  has  been  pretentious  and  farcical. 
I  appeal  to  you  to  see  to  it,  to  set  about  it  forthwith  and  put  your 
water  supply  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  It  is  my  duty  to  bring 
this  urgent  and  pressing  matter,  as  I  have  done  on  many  occasions, 
to  your  notice.  Courage  is  needed  ;  unflinching  courage.  Your 
failure  to  take  immediate  action  will  spell  disaster  to  the  town  you 
represent. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  yearly  flow  of  sewage  has  yielded  a  daily  average  of 
297,273  gallons  as  compared  with  328,244  gallons  in  1924. 

The  necessary  sew^ers  for  Meanley’s  Building  Estate,  Adwick 
Road,  some  12  acres,  have  been  laid  out  and  connected  to  the 
High  Level  Sewer. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  still  658  privies  in  your  area.  The  wrork  of  convert¬ 
ing  these  insanitary  structures  to  the  water  carriage  system  is  long 
overdue. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspection  under  Article  19  of  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1922. — See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Inspection  of  places  where  food  is  prepared. — Food  inspection 
is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Number  and  condition  of  Slaughterhouses  Registered  or 
Licensed. — Cleanliness  in  area  improving  ;  structures  fair,  some 
unsuitable  ;  5  Registered,  4  Licensed. 

Arrangements  for  disinfection  and  disinfestation  and  the 
extent  of  their  use — Officer  appointed,  who  disinfects  in  all  cases 
of  infectious  disease  and  when  required. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops — Sanitary  Inspector. 

Action  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations,  if  the  Council  is  a  Local  Authority  under  these 
Acts.— Sanitary  Inspector,  milk  only  ;  others  by  County  Authority. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Observations  taken. — Greater  attention 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  nuisance  and  menace  to  health  caused  by 
atmospheric  pollution  prevailing  in  your  district.  The  difficulties 
of  the  problems  were  enormous  ;  they  would  not  be  surmounted 
until  there  was  a  much  stronger  realisation  of  the  necessity  for 
dealing  with  the  matter  than  at  present. 

Resolutions  following  the  Council’s  Investigations  of  the  Sanitary 
Survey  of  IVIexfoorough  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — That  copies  of  the  Byelaws  be 
exhibited  therein  and  the  room  tickets  be  of  a  better  type. 
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Housing. — That  the  Council  are  erecting  houses  as  quickly  as 
possible  and  as  consent  therefor  is  being  given  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

Unfit  OS'  Defective  Houses. — These  will  gradually  be  remedied 
as  further  housing  progresses. 

Water  Supply. — That  the  Council  are  alive  to  the  need  of  a 
24  hours  supply  and  are  doing  their  best  to  meet  the  situation. 

That  the  Council  are  actively  dealing  with  the  matter  of  the 
abolition  of  stand  or  pillar  taps. 

Privy  Conversions. — That  these  are  being  gradually  converted. 

Common  Yards. — That  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  paving. 

Private  Streets. — That  several  streets  have  alreadv  been 
scheduled  for  making  at  an  early  date. 

Public  Abbatoir. — That  this  matter  has  been  under  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Council,  but  they  cannot  see  their  way  to  make  this 
provision. 

Bye-Laws. — That  these  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  are  being  prepared  for  final  adoption. 

Sewers. — That  this  matter  has  and  is  being  considered  with  a 
view  to  remedying  the  defect  at  the  bottom  of  Swinton  Road. 

That  the  occupiers  of  Tripe  boiling  premises  be  asked  to  take 
steps  to  prevent  any  likelihood  of  nuisance  arising  from  boiling 
pans. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(а)  Total.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  124 

(б)  With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts,  1919 — 1923  119 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

t.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  368 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  •  «  ••  •*  ••  *•  *«  * « 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  146 

3. — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  .  .  .  .  ,  .  4 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authoiity  in  default  of  Owners  .  .  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  become  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  .  .  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  ,  .  . .  . .  .  .  78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  75 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . .  . .  . .  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwebing- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  ^  . .  0 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  jpaade  . .  . .  . .  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 


METEOROLOGY. 

During  the  year  the  total  rainfall  as  supplied  by  your  Sur¬ 
veyor  was  23.13  inches,  falling  on  179  wet  days. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Small-Pox. — No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  return  : 
Of  the  children  whose  births  were  registered  as  having  taken  place 
in  Mexborough,  255  were  unvaccinated  in  consequence  of  their 
parents  claiming  exemption  on  conscientious  grounds.  Only  51 
out  of  a  total  of  340  children  registered  were  successfully  vaccinated 
20  died  before  vaccination  age,  5  removed  from  the  district,  and 
14  were  outstanding.  It  will  be  seen  that  your  community  is 
largely  an  unvaccinated  one,  and  an  epidemic  may  flare  up  at  any 
time. 

SCARLET  EVER. 

Thirty-three  notifications  were  received  as  compared  with 
44  in  the  previous  year.  Thirty  were  removed  to  Hospital.  One 
death  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Four  cases  were  notified  as  against  9  in  1924.  There  was 
no  death.  Anti-toxin  serum  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
on  request. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

No  case  occurred.  One  case  was  debited  to  you  in  error  from 
Rossington. 

PNEUMONIA. 

The  cases  notified  numbered  28,  as  compared  with  47  last 
year.  Sixteen  deaths  were  registered. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER, 
There  was  no  notification  of  this  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was  96. 
Of  these,  63  were  Respiratory  and  33  of  other  forms.  The  figures 
for  the  previous  year  were  104  Respiratory  and  34  other  forms. 
Cases  were  visited,  the  condition  of  the  home,  habits  of  the  people, 
and  the  general  sanitary  arrangements  investigated.  An  instruc¬ 
tive  leaflet  containing  information  for  consumptive  people  and 
those  living  with  them  freely  circulated,  appropriate  instructions 
given,  followed  by  disinfection  of  the  house. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Market  Street,  is  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council.  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  Dr.  Fenn,  the  District  Tuberculosis  Officer,  for  supplying 
me  with  information  regarding  cases  attending  the  Dispensary  and 
his  able  assistance  when  called  upon. 

Notifications  received  during  1925  under  the  Public  Health 
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1 

1 

33 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis — 17  of  school  age,  or  27  per  cent,  of 
Pulmonary  cases. 

Until  the  old  property  in  your  area  is  demolished  the  occupiers 
placed  under  more  desirable  housing  conditions,  the  abatement  of 
the  evil  of  overcrowding,  the  prevention  of  atmosphere  pollution 
due  to  black  smoke,  Tuberculosis  will  continue  to  be  a  scourge  in 
your  district.  A  Care  Committee  is  recommended. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  5  Registered  and  4  Licensed  in  your  Township.  A 
public  abattoir  would  be  a  great  boon  to  your  area.  I  have  for 
so  many  years  urged  this  that  I  hardly  like  to  repeat  what  I  have 
said  before. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  &  MILKSHOPS  ORDER, 

There  are  on  the  Register  under  this  Order  : 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Purveyors  of  Milk  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  kept  during 
the  year  under  close  supervision  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
many  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 
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STATEMENT  OF  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1925. 
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Respiratory  and  other  Forms  Of  Tuberculosis.  Include  under  these  headings  the  number  of  primary  cases  notified,  i.e.,  number 
notified  on  Forms.  A  58,  B  38.  The  number  of  cases  notified  on  Forms  C  49  and  D  49. 

Chicken-Pox,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  These  diseases  have  not  been  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your  district  during 
the  year. 


FACTORY  &  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  work  in  connection  with  inspections  is  carried  out  by 
your  Sanitarjr  Inspector. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  requirements  of  the  District  are  not  met  by  your  existing 
facilities,  the  public  conveniences  being  far  too  few  in  number  ; 
the  water  closet  and  women’s  lavatory  accommodation  being 
entirelv  insufficient. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

One  is  Registered  and  2  Licensed. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  under  the 
Education  Act.  No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year. 


INQUESTS. 

Thirteen  cases  passed  through  the  Coroner’s  hands  as  com¬ 
pared  with  17  in  1924. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Although  the  supply  of  houses  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
demand,  the  position  is  slightly  easier  during  the  period  of  review. 
Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent  ;  houses  and  more  houses  are 
urgently  required.  The  time  has  come  when  slum  property  must 
be  cleared. 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I  feel  I  must  express  my  gratitude 
to  the  ladies  of  the  Welfare  Committee  for  their  zealous  interest 
and  co-operation,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  help  and 
willing  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  HUEY. 

Public  Health  Office, 

Mexborough. 

June,  1926. 
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Urban  District  of  Mexborough. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  ending  December  31sb  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

fViexhoroiigh  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  seventh  Annual  Report. 

Upon  reviewing  the  work  one  is  impressed  with  the  steady 
progress  and  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town. 
Except  in  a  few  isolated  cases,  all  the  houses  are  connected  with 
the  public  water  supply,  a  constant  supply  of  water  under  pressure 
is  yet  unavailable,  this  having  a  tendency  to  keep  back  privy 
conversions  of  the  progressive  type  of  owners. 

Much  inconvenience  has  occurred  owing  to  the  tipping  of 
domestic  refuse  and  many  complaints  have  been  received,  owing 
to  the  rat  infested  condition  of  these  dumping  grounds. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
take  legal  proceedings  during  the  year,  and  the  co-operation  and 
willingness  of  owners  of  property  and  others  concerned  in  the 
various  branches  of  work  enumerated  in  the  report  should  encour¬ 
age  the  Council  to  be  satisfied  with  the  work  that  is  being  done  for 
the  advancement  of  public  health. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  all  other  officials  and  Councillors, 
who  have  extended  to  me  their  help  in  the  carrying  out  of  my 
duties. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  SIMCOX, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

Mexborough. 

May,  1926. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Number  of  complaints  (which  are  summarised) 

55  55  referred  to  other  departments 

Summary  of  Oomplassits. 

Housing  Defects 

Defective  and  Choked  Drainage 

Dirty  Houses  and  Yards 

Overcrowding 

Keeping  of  Animals 

Waterclosets  and  Dustbins 

Accumulations  of  Manure  and  Refuse 

Prevalence  of  Rats  due  to  Tipping  Refuse 

Smells  from  Refuse  Accumulation  at  Destructor  Top 

Black  Smoke 

Miscellaneous  .  ,  .  . 

Letters  and  Notices  issued,  etc. 

Number  of  letters  and  Informal  Notices  sent  .  . 

,,  Statutory  Notices  served,  Housing 

Nuisances 

Number  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 


Sanitary  Work.  (Statutory  Housing  Work  not  included) 

Interior  of  Houses. 


Windows  provided  with  Sash  Cords  or  Repaired 
Dirty  Houses  improved  by  Tenants 
House  Window  Obstruction  by  Tenants 
Floors  of  Houses  Relaid  or  Repaired 
Dilapidated  Walls  or  Broken  Plaster  Repaired 
Dangerous  and  Broken  Fireplaces  Renewed  or  Repaired 
Verminous  Houses  dealt  with 

Dilapidated  Coppers  Repaired  or  New  Coppers  Pro¬ 
vided 

Water  in  Cellars 
Repair  to  Pantries 
Cement  Plastered  for  dampness 


Exterior  of  Houses. 

Defective  Roofs  made  Watertight 

Defective  Eaves  and  Downspouting  Repaired 

Dangerous  or  Smoky  Chimneys  Repaired  .  .  ... 

Dampness,  want  of  Wall  Pointing 

Yards  and  Passages  Repaved  or  Repaired 

Dangerous  Places  Repaired 

Drainage. 

Drains  Opened  and  Cleansed  from  Obstruction 
Defective  Drains  Repaired 
New  Drains  Provided 

Glazed  Stoneware  Gullies,  provided  to  Drains  or  Reset 


43 

39 

4 

2 

8 

26 

15 

3 

2 

1 

45 


9 

78 

711 


25 

3 
2 
8 

21 

25 

4 


3 

1 

30 


44 

57 

15 

16 
43 

1 


31 

21 

1 

20 
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Defective  Soil  Pipes  Repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3 

New  Sink  Waste  Pipes  Provided  or  Repaired  .  .  .  .  11 

New  Sinks  Provided  others  Repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided  to  Drains,  others  Re¬ 
paired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Choked  Sewers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Machine  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

New  Water  Closets  Erected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Additional  Water  Closets  Provided  for  Privies  .  .  19 

Water  Closets  Repaired  or  Cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Water  Closets  Provided  with  new  Basins  .  .  .  .  8 

Urinals  Cleansed  and  Repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Urinals  Provided  with  Water  Supply  and  Flushing 

Apparatus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Urinals  Reconstructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Improvements. 

Privies  Converted  to  Water  Closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Waste  Water  Closets  Converted  to  Water  Closets  .  .  3 

Offensive  Ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Sanitary  Dust  Bins  Provided  in  place  of  above  .  .  46 

Worn  out  Dust  Bins  Replaced  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Ashpits  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

Nuisances  from  Pig  Keeping  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

,,  ,,  Improper  Keeping  of  Animals  .  .  9 

Accumulations  of  Manure  Removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Overcrowds  Big. 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  Dealt  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Nuisance  Revisits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  763 

Miscellaneous  Revisits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  129 


Heyses  Inspected  and  Recorded.  No.  of  houses 

No.  of  houses  Over-  where  defects 
inspected,  crowded.  existed. 
Housing  &  Town  Planning  Acts  10  0  10 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  35  3  19 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  46  10  28 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  seven  houses. 

Appeals  pending  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the  owner, 
against  six  of  the  houses. 

Housing  Revisits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

infections  Disease  and  Oisiiif eetlon. 


Tuberculosis  Enquiry  and  Advice  given  .  .  .  .  46 

Visits  of  Enquiry  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  38 

Isolations  with  Periodical  Visits  to  the  Home  .  .  4 

Number  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Number  of  Notices  to  the  Free  Library  .  .  .  .  38 

Premises  Disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104 
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Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by 
spraying,  and  by  fumigating  with  formalin  gas. 


Summary  of  Registered  Premises, 

1925. 

Inspections. 

Notices 

Canal  Boats 

5 

..  10 

0 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

26 

32 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

9 

334 

7 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

3 

37 

1 

Bakehouses 

9 

18 

4 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

36 

2 

Workshops 

15 

24 

0 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (2  closed) 

24 

30 

2 

Cowsheds 

6 

26 

2 

Caravans 

8 

30 

2 

Music  Halls,  etc. 

4 

5 

1 

Food  Supply. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  visits  have  been  made,  and 
in  eleven  instances  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  articles  of  food  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  whole  of  the  articles  were 
voluntarily  surrendered,  and  later  destroyed  in  my  presence  at 
your  destructor. 

Cautions  by 
the  Council. 

For  obstruction  in  the  execution  of  my  duties  .  .  .  .  1 

For  killing  previous  to  giving  3  hours  notice  according  to 

the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Milk  Samples  submitted  and  returned  genuine  .  .  .  .  7 

Refuse  Collection  (Colliery  Area). 

The  department  consists  of  two  Ford  ton  lorries,  with  balanced 
tipping  gear,  with  two  drivers  and  ten  labourers.  The  pits  are 
emptied  and  wheeled  or  carried  out  from  midnight  by  two  of  the 
labourers,  the  remainder  of  the  men  work  from  5  a.m.  to  8.30  a.m. 
pit  work,  and  then  9.15  a.m.  to  1.45  p.m.,  emptying  bins. 


Outlay  of  Cleansing  Department,  March  31st,  1926  .  .  £220 

Population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16530 

Total  loads  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7483 

Ashpits  emptied  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6485 

Bin  loads  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3584 

Places  Cleansed  weekly  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2066 

Destructor  Burnt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6521 

Loads  Tipped  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  962 

Gallons  of  Petrol  per  motor  working  eight  hours  .  .  .  .  2 

Income  from  Refuse  Burnt  .  .  .  .  .  .  £135  7  1 


Cost  of  Scavenging  for  12  months,  Mar.  31st,  1926  £1873  11  0 
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Wentworth, 

Rotherham, 

Dec.  26,  1925. 


Messrs.  The  M exborough  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

On  the  19th  inst.  with  Mr.  Simcox,  I  inspected  all  the  Dairy 
Cows  in  your  area,  twenty -seven  in  number,  and  have  to  inform 
you  that  I  found  them  very  free  indeed  from  affections  of  the 
mammuary  gland,  and  in  none  of  them  is  there  any  clinical 
symptoms  of  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  likely  to  be  transmitted 
from  them  to  man.  The  premises  visited  were  : — 

No.  1. — There  are  8  cows  on  these  premises,  in  two  cow¬ 
houses.  They  are  in  good  health  and  clean  and  in  good  condition. 
The  cowhouses  are  clean,  tidy,  well  ventilated  and  drained. 

No.  2.— On  these  premises  there  are  14  cows,  all  in  good 
health  and  condition,  and  clean.  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the 
improvement  in  the  lighting,  ventilation,  etc.,  of  these  premises 
has  been  maintained,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  the 
cows  and  their  owners  are  benefited  thereby,  while  the  public  wilj 
be  getting  a  cleaner  and  purer  milk. 

No.  3. — On  these  premises  there  are  5  cows,  all  in  good  health 
and  fair  condition,  but  they  are  not  so  clean  as  they  might  be.  I 
am  glad  to  note  this  cowhouse  is  better  ventilated  and  lighted,  and 
is  much  cleaner  and  tidier  than  it  was  12  months  ago,  and,  although 
the  cows  are  not  so  clean  as  they  might  be,  I  notice  greater  effort 
is  now  being  made  to  attain  that  end. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  S.  WHEATCROFT, 
M.R.C.V.S. 
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